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CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is December 

10, 2001, and the time is 3:15 p.m. This 

is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the 

Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 

the City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with Steven Klee, firefighter 
first from Ladder 22. We're in the quarters 
of Engine 76 to conduct this interview. 

Q. Steve, please tell me what you remember 
from September 11th. 

A. I remember responding. I was the 
chauffeur of 22. I got to the scene. I pulled 
in. I drove down Columbus Avenue down to 24th, 
then to West Side Highway. West Side Highway we 
took all the way down. I remember pulling in 
behind 25 Truck. Then I remember 2 Truck pulling 
in behind us. 

We got off the rig, grabbed our 
equipment, gear, cylinders, whatever, and started 
walking towards the towers, initially walked past 
the command post and then walked back to the 
command post, stood at the command post I believe 
which was across from one for about maybe five 


minutes. Then the lieutenant said, "All right, 
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we're going in." 

We walked down West Street on I guess 
it would be the -- that would be West; right? 
Yeah, west side of West Street down to I guess 
the south pedestrian bridge, walked underneath 
that across and shimmied our way -- or not 
shimmied. How would I describe that? Ran into 
the hotel. 

In the hotel we were told we were going 
to get our orders from there. The lieutenant 
said take a blow, just relax, take our stuff off. 
We took our stuff off. Probably about maybe 
another five minutes after that, we got geared up 
and he said, "All right, we're going." I didn't 
ask the officer exactly where we were going. We 
just started walking. 

We headed towards tower one or into the 
hotel into tower one, passed Deputy Chief Galvin 
on the way in. He was with somebody else. I 
don't really remember the chiefs. He just told 
us we were going to the 75th floor. 

We got into tower one, made the turn 
into tower one started heading I guess either 


towards the elevators or the escalator. That's 
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when we heard a rumbling. I dove for a wall and 
it got pitch-black. 

I just basically rode it out until 
after the sound and -- how would you describe 
that one? After the (inaudible) stopped. I 
don't know what the heck happened then, how best 
to describe it. I got up. I thought I was by 
myself, and I then just started calling out for 
the rest of the company. 

I found the four other guys. We got 
out towards the entrance of one onto West Street. 
We couldn't find the lieutenant, so I told the 
four of them if they go outside I'll go back in 
and look for the lieutenant. 

Four of the guys went out. I came back 
in to look for the lieutenant. I was searching 
for him. I was trying to get him on the radio. 
I couldn't get anybody on the radio. I kept 
going back and forth. I was grabbing civilians, 
bringing them to the front, going back in, 
looking around, bringing civilians back out. 

I was bringing some civilians out, and 
that's when debris started falling and hitting 


the ground. I brought them back in, gave an 
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urgent, saying I need help in getting the 
Civilians out, because I couldn't go out the 
hotel. There was no hotel entrance anymore. I 
couldn't go out through the food mall or whatever 
because that was completely caved in. 

I was giving an urgent. Somebody 
answered me. I told them what it was, and then 
they didn't answer, they didn't come back. AI1l 
of a sudden I went back to the main entrance and 
I saw a bunch of firemen. So I figured they came 
in to help me, but it wasn't that. They were 
coming from upstairs. 

I asked did they see my lieutenant. 
They said no. That company I remember was 
actually 7 Engine, I believe. They were coming 
down. I think they were missing their control 
man at the time. 

I searched for the lieutenant, looked 
under the debris and everything, couldn't find 
him. I said he must be out because I should have 
been able to see him. 

That's when I got out. I believe I 
remember seeing Feehan. I believe he was by the 


entrance of one. I walked across the street toa 
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command post, which when I got there, there 
really was nobody there anymore. 

I remember talking to a four-star 
chief, telling him what happened. All he kept 
telling me was we're going north, we're going 
north. I said, "I can't find my lieutenant. I'm 
22 chauffeur." I said, "I can't find my 
lieutenant." He said, "We're going north. I'm 
sending everybody north." So I said all right. 

That's when I left and I started 
walking up the street, trying to find the 
rendezvous or whatever what the heck would you 
call it? What do you call it? 

Q. The staging area? 

A. Staging area. I went up there. I 
spoke to a couple of chiefs up on West Side 
Highway and West Street. They said, yeah, guys 
are going to the water. 

So I went back down to Vesey, tried to 
get to the water. I guess I got behind the 
American Express building. That's when one came 
down. After everything calmed down from that and 
I finally made it to the water, talked to the 


field comm., told him who I was missing. Our can 
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man showed up there. So then I only had to find 
four more guys. 

I asked them have you seen the 
lieutenant? I went to West Street. I walked up. 
That's basically where I saw the rest of our guys 
there. 

Q. Before the second tower came down, did 
you notice anything, a sign that it might be 
coming down or anything like that or did you hear 
anybody give any warning on the radios or 
anything like that? 

A. No, I was just trying to find out -- 
no, there was no -- it was still dusty out there, 
and you really couldn't see. I didn't even 
realize that two came down. I thought another 
bomb or a plane hit the building. That's what I 
thought it was. When I got out, debris and paper 
was all over. Like I said, I didn't realize what 
happened until after one came down and I put 
together what happened when we were in one lobby. 

Q. Okay. That's it. 

A. I think so, yeah. Quick and easy. 

Q. Thank you, Steve. I appreciate your 


cooperation. 
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CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 3:24 


p.m., and this concludes the interview. 


